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Introduction 


The Canadian Government recognizes that as a 
result of their training at Canadian universities, 
returning students can make a significant contri- 
bution to the development of their home coun- 
tries. Also during their stay in Canada, foreign 
students help to broaden the intellectual atmo- 
sphere of Canadian universities. Canadian students 
who study abroad also share in this mutual benefit. 
Canadian Immigration officials wish to smooth 
the formalities of entry for foreign students. By 
setting out here the applicable requirements and 
procedures for admission to Canada, they hope 
that disappointment and inconvenience will be 
avoided. 


Diplomatic or consular officials of the Canadian 
government will be glad to explain these condi- 
tions or requirements to applicants, and to render 
such assistance as they can to facilitate admission 
to Canada. In countries where there is no Ca- 
nadian representation, British government repre- 
sentatives will act on Canada’s behalf. 


Information or educational services of foreign 
governments may also be able to supply guid- 
ance and to assist in other ways. 


The following organization offers general infor- 
mation on studying and living in Canada: 


Canadian Bureau for International Education, 
151 Slater Street, Suite 408, 

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3 

Tel: (613) 237-4820 

Cables: Canserv Ottawa 


This information is summarized in a small bro- 
chure entitled “Information Canada” and is avail- 
able on request. The Bureau also maintains a 
reception service during August and September 
each year to assist students on arrival at the 
international airports of Vancouver, Toronto and 
Montreal. 


Foreign students should bear in mind that Cana- 
dian Immigration officials at all times will be 
happy to help them during their stay in Canada. 


General Requirements 

Every person wishing to enter Canada as a 
university student must meet certain require- 
ments before entry can be allowed. These are as 
follows: 

(a) good character; 

(b) good health; 

(c) evidence of acceptance at a Canadian uni- 


versity or college authorized by statute or 
charter to confer degrees; 


(d) evidence of sufficient funds for maintenance, 
full tuition and all other necessary expenses, 
including return transportation, see also fi- 
nances, page 7. 


(e) possession of a valid passport and Canadian 
non-immigrant visa where necessary. 


In addition to these general conditions, students 
must satisfy university officials as to _ their 
language proficiency. This may be assessed by 
the university through tests or other means, or 
by the Visa Officer at the time of visa interview. 


These requirements are explained in greater 
detail elsewhere in the pamphlet. 

General information concerning Canadian univer- 
sities and the programs they offer is available 
from the: 


Association of Universities and Colleges 
of Canada, 

151 Slater Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5N1 
Tel.: (613) 237-3330. Canuf Ottawa. 


The Association also publishes a pamphlet 
entitled “Notes for Foreign Students” which is 
available at Canadian embassies, consulates and 
high commissions. Once a student has decided 
upon the course he wishes to take, he should 
apply directly to the registrar of the university he 
wishes to attend. The registrar will supply, on 
request, information concerning tuition fees, 
scholarships and the cost of accommodation and 
maintenance. It is important that students make 
arrangements for acceptance in good time as this 
ensures that Immigration formalities are com- 
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pleted before the commencement of the university 
term. At least two months advance notice should 
be given. 


As universities set their own academic require- 
ments, these vary from university to university. 
Before applying to a university, the student 
should write for a copy of its calendar. Foreign 
students who can meet normal entrance require- 
ments, and who are accepted, receive a letter 
or the form ‘‘Acceptance for a Course of Study 
in Canada’, from the registrar. This document is 
essential to ensure entry to Canada as a student. 


Character 


Students must be of good character and without 
a criminal record. For this reason, any person 
wishing to enter Canada to continue his edu- 
cation is advised to have a letter in his pos- 
session from a responsible member of his com- 
munity testifying to his character and back- 
ground. 


Health Requirements and Medical Clearance 


All persons entering Canada are subject to 
medical inspection at the port of entry. A full 
medical examination, including X-ray, is required 
for any student contemplating a cumulative stay 
in Canada of one year or more, notwithstanding 
that his stay on any single occasion may be 
less than one year. This applies also to accom- 
panying dependants (spouse and children). Stu- 
dents who are admitted for a period of less than 
twelve months may not be required to undergo 


a formal medical examination in their own 
country if they are in good health at the time 
of departure. However, any student may be 
asked to undergo an examination upon arrival 
in Canada if the examining officer feels that this 
is necessary — whether or not the student has 
been medically examined in his own country. 
Students may not be allowed entry until the 
results of the examination are known and found to 
comply with Canadian health requirements. 


All students who must have a medical examina- 
tion should ensure that they can meet minimum 
Immigration medical requirements before making 
final plans to come to Canada. Visas for Canada 
will not be granted unless satisfactory medical 
clearance is obtained by the office issuing the 
visas. Students must be physically capable of 
following the courses of study for which they 
have enrolled. For this reason, each student 
who has a medical examination will be asked 
to authorize the release of the results of the 
examination so that they may be discussed 
with the Canadian university concerned or with 
others who may be interested, if this is neces- 
sary. 


Students coming to Canada under a Canadian 
government aid program are, as part of that pro- 
gram, required to undergo a medical examination, 
regardless of the length of the period of study. In 
addition, a medical examination may be a stipula- 
tion of a university, even though the student may 
already have complied with Immigration medical 
requirements. 


Medical Coverage 


Medical and hospital care in Canada is very 
expensive, and the Department of Manpower and 
Immigration cannot accept any _ responsibility 
whatever for a student who, following arrival in 
Canada, requires medical or dental care and/or 
hospitalization. In most Canadian universities, 
however, arrangements can be made to cover 
such eventualities. Students are urged to inquire 
at the registrar’s office for information concerning 
medical, dental and hospitalization coverage at 
the earliest possible date after registration. Special 
arrangements are in effect on behalf of students 
entering Canada under a Canadian government 
aid program. Full details of these arrangements 
are contained in the Canadian International De- 
velopment Agency Handbooks, or may be obtained 
from that agency at the Jackson Building, 122 
Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G4. 


Medical Examination 


Details of the medical examination prescribed by 
Canadian health authorities can be ascertained 
at the offices of Canadian diplomatic or consular 
officials in countries where Canada is represented. 
In other countries, they can be ascertained from 
the British Consular authorities. Students are 
reminded that arrival in Canada without prior med- 
ical clearance in the form prescribed may result 
in inconvenience and possible financial loss, or a 
long delay at the port of arrival, or outright refusal 
of entry. 


Quarantine Regulations 

Smallpox 

Although the Canadian Government continues to 
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strongly recommend protection against smallpox 
by recent effective vaccination, travellers entering 
Canada will be required to produce proof of valid 
smallpox vaccination only if they have, within the 
past 14 days, arrived from an infected area or an 
area where smallpox is endemic, or if they are 
suspected or known to have been in contact with 
a suspected or known case of smallpox. 


Cholera 


Canada recognizes that, although cholera vaccine 
is still recommended for travellers visiting a 
cholera-endemic area, its effectiveness is not 
great enough to continue to demand proof of 
vaccination for all travellers coming from cholera- 
endemic areas. It may be necessary, from time to 
time, to screen arriving passengers who have 
been in an area of a violent or serious epidemic 
of cholera. 


Yellow fever 


Yellow fever itself poses no direct threat to Can- 
ada or Canadians because the mosquito which 
transmits it does not normally exist in Canada. 
The Canadian Government demands the produc- 
tion of a vaccination certificate for yellow fever 
from those passengers who have come from an 
infected area. 


Finances 


At the time of his application, a student must prove 
to the satisfaction of a Visa Officer that he has 
sufficient funds for: 


(1) tuition and maintenance and all other neces- 
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sary expenses for the duration of his entire 
anticipated course of study, whether this is 
one year or longer; 3,000 dollars per academic 
year is suggested as the minimum required. 


(2) return transportation to his own country or 
the country from which he came to Canada. 


Possible earnings in Canada from part-time or 
summer employment or the earnings of an ac- 
companying spouse will NOT be considered in 
estimating required funds. See “Employment of 
Students’”’. 


Tuition fees and other disbursements vary with 
the nature of the course and with each university, 
but generally, attendance at a Canadian university 
is expensive. Annual tuition fees range from $650 
to $900, and living accommodations (room and 
board) can bring the cost up by another $1,500 to 
$1,800 a year. Other expenditures also vary, de- 
pending upon the city and, to some extent, upon 
the personal needs of each student. University 
registrars should be asked to give a realistic, 
all-inclusive, yearly cost at the time application is 
made. 


Clothing 


Canada is situated in the North Temperate Zone, 
and in most regions winter temperatures hover- 
ing around the O degree Farenheit mark are not 
uncommon. Summer temperatures, however, are 
generally high in all parts of the country. There- 
fore, in computing funds for their subsistence, 
foreign students (especially those from warmer 
climates) should take into account Canada’s 
climatic conditions which make warm clothing in 
autumn and winter indispensable. A wide selection 
of suitable winter clothing is available in Canada. 
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Passports and Visas 


Passports 


Foreign students must have a valid passport 
guaranteeing re-admission to their own country 
or to some other country following their stay 
in Canada. It is the student’s own responsibility 
to ensure the continuing validity of his passport. 
Citizens and permanent residents of the United 
States, however, do not require a passport. 


Visas 


Visas are issued abroad by diplomatic or con- 
sular officials of the Canadian government. Where 
there is no Canadian representation, students may 
apply to representatives of the British government 
for visas. 


The following persons do not require a non- 
immigrant visa when applying for entry to 
Canada as students: 


(a) British subjects or citizens of Common- 
wealth countries; 


(b) citizens and permanent residents of the 
United States of America; 


(c) citizens of any country of North, South or 
Central America or islands adjacent thereto. 


(d) citizens of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Fin- 
land, France, West Germany, Greece, Ice- 
land, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Monaco, The Netherlands, Nor- 
way, Portugal, the Republic of South Africa, 
San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and 
Turkey. 
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It should be pointed out that, even though the 
above-noted persons do not require visas, the 
Visa Officer may consider, in some instances, 
that the issue of a visa would facilitate the per- 
son’s entry to Canada. However, all potential 
students are advised to secure some advance 
assurance of admission before coming to 
Canada, and to complete medical procedures 
well in advance. All students, therefore, should 
apply at visa offices whether or not they require 
visas. 


Procedure in Canada 


At Port of Entry 


Immigration Officers at Canadian border points 
and airports grant temporary entry to persons 
who can comply with the requirements of the 
Immigration Act and Regulations. In the case of a 
student, entry may be granted for only a few 
months, depending on the length of the course 
for which he has been accepted. If the course 
of study to be followed requires one academic 
year or more, entry will be granted initially for 
a period of one year only. If the procedures of 
entry are to be carried out promptly and smooth- 
ly, a student should have all documents required 
in his possession. These documents, which are 
referred to elsewhere in the pamphlet, are: 


(a) passport and travel documents (if appli- 
cable); 


(b) visa; 
(c) medical clearance; 


(d 


— 


letter of acceptance from a Canadian uni- 
versity; 
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(e) evidence of adequate funds; 


(f) documentary proof of authority to transfer 
funds to Canada if required; 


(g) evidence of return passage or evidence that 
funds will be available for that purpose 
upon completion of studies; 


(h) letter from sponsoring organization (if 
applicable.) 


Upon arrival in Canada, a ‘‘Canada Entry Record’”’ 
is issued by the examining officer. The student’s 
copy of the form, which is to be retained in his 
possession at all times, is proof of his status in 
Canada. A spouse who accompanies a student is 
subject to the same Immigration requirements as 
the student. 


In Canada 

In 1973 Canadian Immigration Regulations were 
amended. As a result foreign students may not apply 
for permanent residence while attending educa- 
tional institutions in Canada. Any student wishing to 
immigrate must apply outside Canada. 


At University 


After they have commenced their studies, stu- 
dents will find, by consulting the telephone 
directory or the university’s information office, 
that there is a Canada Immigration Officer nearby 
who will be happy to be of assistance in any 
matters connected with their immigration status. 
Students may write to him or visit his office at any 
time. It is advisable, however, to write or tele- 
phone for an appointment. 
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Enrolment and attendance, of course, are matters 
regulated by the university. Students must notify 
an Immigration Officer immediately when they 
cease to be students or transfer from one uni- 
versity to another. Any change in plans which 
might alter the conditions under which a student 
was admitted must be brought to the attention 
of an Immigration Officer in order that he may 


make the necessary adjustments. Because ex- 
perience has revealed that some students neglect 
to report changes in their status to Immigration 
Officers, it has been necessary to institute a 
system of control and follow-up. This is men- 
tioned here so that students will be prepared 
for the slight inconvenience that the follow-up 
procedure may entail, and will realize the im- 
portance of voluntarily maintaining contact with 
Immigration Officers. 


The “Canada Entry Record” issued at the time of 
entry informs Immigration authorities where the 
student is and how long he is expected to be 
there. This is an extremely valuable form and 
must be carefully retained in the student’s posses- 
sion at all times. The information required for the 
completion of the form is obtained from the 
student or from documents in his possession. It is 
valid for a maximum period of one year from the 
date of entry to Canada. If the student’s course of 
study requires that he be in Canada for more than 
one year, a new form is required for each addi- 
tional year. Regardless of the date on which the 
form is issued for the student’s final year, it will be 
valid only until May 31, the approximate date of 
graduation. It is the student’s responsibility to 
communicate with the Immigration Officer in his 
area and discuss his plans. Should a student require 
an extension of the validity of his entry record, 
the Immigration Officer will grant this if he is 
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satisfied that the student will continue to meet the 
applicable requirements. The information and in- 
structions below are intended to help the student 
comply with Immigration conditions of entry: 


(1) “The Canada Entry Record” will not be sur- 


(2) 


(3) 


rendered during short absences from Canada, 
such as visits to the U.S.A. 


When the course of study extends beyond 
One year and the student remains in Canada 
between two academic years, an extension 
of stay must be obtained from the Immigra- 
tion office nearest the institution before the 
expiry date on the form. At that time, the 
student must ensure that his passport is 
still valid and will remain so until the end 
of the extension requested. 


Any or all of the following should first be 
discussed with an Immigration Officer: 


a) any contemplated change of course or 
institution; 


b) any contemplated acceptance of employ- 
ment of any description; 


c) if, for any reason, a student’s studies are 
terminated or discontinued before the 
course iS completed and departure is 
not effected immediately; 


d) any desire to remain in Canada for what- 
ever reason after expiration of the 
“Canada Entry Record;” 


e) any matter concerning the student’s stay 
in Canada which is not entirely clear. 
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As any of the above-noted contingencies may re- 
quire special endorsation on his ‘“‘Canada Entry 
Record,” the student should visit the nearest 
Immigration office to ensure that the appropriate 
action is taken. 


Employment of Students 


As previously mentioned, one of the requirements 
for entry to Canada is evidence of sufficient funds 
for full maintenance and tuition. Most Canadian 
students finance their studies by working part- 
time and during their vacations. Foreign students, 
however, must not anticipate financing their stud- 
ies in this manner. 


Employment Visas 


Foreign students are subject to Employment Visa 
regulations and will therefore require an Employ- 
ment Visa before taking any job in Canada. An 
Employment Visa may be issued by an Immigration 
Officer only after it has been certified by a Canada 
Manpower Centre that a qualified Canadian citi- 
zen or a landed immigrant is not available for the 
employment intended. 


Exemptions from Manpower Certification 


For Employment Visas the following classes of 
foreign students are exempt the certification by 
a Canada Manpower Centre that a qualified Cana- 
dian citizen or landed immigrant is not available 
for the employment intended, and may be issued 
an Employment Visa by an Immigration officer: 


(a) Students who satisfy an Immigration Officer 
that they were, before January 1, 1973, in 
actual attendance at any Canadian university 
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or college authorized by statute or charter to 
confer degrees. This exemption applies until 
the student completes the course of study in 
which he was registered before January 1, 
1973. 


(b 


— 


Students who prove by a letter from the uni- 
versity concerned that the intended employ- 
ment forms an essential and integral part of 
his course of study in Canada. 


S 


Special program students under the sponsor- 
ship of the Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA) when the intended em- 
pioyment is part of the student’s program 
arranged by CIDA. 


(d) Foreign students who are the subject of a 
petition by a Canadian university or college 
because they were accepted by the institution on 
an academic or athletic scholarship, and in the 
opinion of the officials of the institution and the 
Director of Immigration it would be in the best 
interests of all concerned that they be permitted 
to take employment arranged by the institution. 


Dependants 


A married student who brings his spouse and 
family must have enough money to support them. 
The spouse is admitted as a visitor and is not 
allowed to work without an Employment Visa. 


Travel 


Foreign students are free to travel anywhere in 
Canada and do not require permission from 
Canadian Immigration officials to do so. 


Students intending to visit foreign countries for 
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a temporary purpose during their stay in Canada 
should be careful to ascertain the entry require- 
ments of the countries they wish to visit. This 
information is available at the embassy or con- 
sulate of the country concerned. The student’s 
copy of the “Canada Entry Record” is to be re- 
tained when leaving Canada for a short temporary 
purpose, such as a visit to the United States. 


Ba Manpower Main-d’oeuvre 
and Immigration et Immigration 


Robert Andras, Robert Andras, 
Minister Ministre 
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